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Indiana University 
Jacobs School of Music, Music Education 

Introduction to Music Learning and Teaching – E130 – Fall 2018 
T, TH: 11:15 to 12:05, MC066 

Instructor Information:    
Dr. Peter Miksza 
Office Hours: By appointment 
Simon 145H; 812-855-7253 
pmiksza@indiana.edu 
 
Course Description: 
 This course will provide an introduction to principles and practices fundamental to music 
learning and teaching. The class will include topics dealing with philosophical bases for teaching 
music, psychological foundations of musical learning, effective approaches to pedagogy, and 
musician health and well-being. The assignments in this course have been designed to provide 
opportunities for students to develop pedagogical skills and critically consider and reflect upon 
issues related to their personal development as music teacher-performers. 
 
Required Text/Readings: 

• Duke, R. (2009). Intelligent music teaching: Essay on the core principles of effective 
instruction. Learning and Behavior Resources. 

• Additional links to pdf readings and websites will be posted on Canvas 
 
Goals: 

1. To provoke students’ thinking regarding ‘why’ teach music. 
2. To discuss potential outcomes of teaching music. 
3. To explore approaches to teaching individuals to practice. 
4. To consider intrinsic and extrinsic sources of student motivation. 
5. To critically consider quality repertoire and materials for musicians of varying 

developmental levels. 
6. To survey essential elements of high quality music instruction. 
7. To provide opportunities to practice/experience teaching music. 
8. To discuss issues related to physical and psychological well-being. 

 
Assignments - All must be word-processed and are due on the assigned due date. All must 
be uploaded to the designated Canvas site. No late work will be accepted: 
 

1. Reading Reflections – Short forum responses pertaining to the readings throughout the 
semester. For each assigned reading, provide a short summary that includes a conceptual 
summary (5-10 bullet points) of the content, followed by 1-2 paragraphs describing how 
the content of the readings(s) may apply or relate to your own performance, teaching, or 
personal situation (e.g., teaching, conducting, performing, composing, listening, theory, 
personal anecdote, etc.). Due for each day of the semester when another assignment is not 
due. 
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2. Philosophy – You will explore and explain your teaching values in the style of the “This I 
Believe” curriculum. Please create a 500 to 600-word narrative following the general 
guidelines provided at this link:  https://thisibelieve.org/guidelines/ 
 
Please focus your narrative on at least one thing you believe about music teaching and 
learning, or about music education more broadly, that you can state with integrity and 
conviction. Additionally, record a video of your narrative accompanied by music, 
pictures, and/or other artifacts that might help emphasize your point or story. Please post 
your video to YouTube, IUbox, or any other medium where it can be private and I can 
easily gain access to view it. 

 
3. Practicing Project – This project provides an opportunity for students to systematically 

evaluate their student’s (or peer’s) approach to practicing music. Students will evaluate 
their student’s (or peer’s) practicing routine and analyze a recording of their practicing.  

 
4. In-class Teaching I and II – Students will teach two brief lessons to the entire E130 class. 

The evaluation will be based on preparation/internalization of the lesson, degree of 
student engagement, and how well the student is able to carry out the plan constructed 
before hand.   

 
5. Observation I – IU Children’s Choir – All students will observe one rehearsal of one of 

the IU Children’s Choirs. See Canvas for procedural details and questions to be addressed 
in the observation write-up. 

 
6. Observation II – IU String Academy – All students will observe one group lesson session 

of the IU string academy. See Canvas for procedural details and questions to be 
addressed in the observation write-up. 

 
7. Musical Expression Project – Students will upload two contrasting recordings of a 

performance of an etude to Canvas. One version will be ‘flat’ while the other should be 
‘expressive.’ Students will describe what techniques were/could have been used to 
encourage expressivity in the ‘expressive’ version. 

 
8. Community Engagement Project – Students will propose an educative performance 

program suitable for a non-traditional public venue. Details will be discussed in class. 
 
Assessment: 
The grade for this course is determined by the following: 

1. Students are expected to attend class prepared to participate in activities and discussion. 
Because punctuality and attendance are requirements of the music field, each unexcused 
absence will result in 3 percentage points being deducted from the semester grade. 
Excused absences (absences due to illness, family emergency, or university-sanctioned 
event) have no grade penalty, but require documentation (doctor’s note, administrator, 
etc.). Students are requested to notify the instructor in advance of any impending 
absences. Written assignments and exams may be made up only in the case of an excused 
absence. Two instances of late arrival will be considered one unexcused absence. 
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2. Completion of written work and projects. 
3. Performance on peer teaching sessions 

 
NOTE: Full credit is given only to assignments that are complete and submitted by the 
appropriate date and time. There will be a 25% point reduction for assignments turned in 
one day late and a 50% reduction for assignments that are two days late. Assignments 
turned in more than 48 hours, or after the final class deadline, will receive no points. 
 
The point break down of the course grade is as follows: 
15 Philosophy 
15 Practicing project 
35 In-class teaching I (lesson plan, teaching demonstration, and reflection) 
35 In-class teaching II (lesson plan, teaching demonstration, and reflection) 
20 Observation I – IU Children’s Choir 
20 Observation II – IU String Academy 
15 Musical expression project 
20 Community engagement project 
75 Reading Reflections 
250 TOTAL 
 
Grading (in percentage): 
A+ 97-100     B+ 87-89     C+ 77-79     D+  67-69     F Below 60                         
A- 93-96       B 83-86     C 73-76     D    63-66 
A- 90-92       B- 80-82     C- 70-72     D- 60-62 

 
Class Climate 

In order to create an engaging, meaningful, and respectful class climate, please do your best to; 
(a) attend to others carefully, (b) maintain positive and respectful body language as well as 
discourse when encountering diverse views and means of expression, (c) contribute your own 
insights and observations respectfully and when appropriate, (d) reflect on how class topics and 
materials might apply to your own life and career, even when seemingly unconnected, (e) pause 
to consider your own biases before speaking or responding, (f) prioritize curiosity, creativity, and 
process over outcomes whenever reasonable and possible. 

 
IU POLICY 

Accommodations for Religious Holidays: Students seeking accommodations for religious 
observances can find the necessary form here: 
http://www.indiana.edu/~vpfaa/forms/index.shtml. (Scroll down to “Religious Observances” and 
click on “Request for Accommodation.”) This form should be filled out and returned to the class 
instructor as early in the semester as possible. 
 
Academic Misconduct: The definition of academic misconduct and the procedures to be 
followed at IU in the case that a problem should occur can be found at 
http://www.iu.edu/~code/.  See both the Code document itself and the IU Bloomington 
Procedures. 
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Disabilities 
Students requesting accommodations for various types of disabilities are referred to the Office of 
Disability Services for Students (Franklin Hall 006, 855-7578) 
http://studentaffairs.indiana.edu/disability-services-students/index.shtml.  Adjustments in course 
requirements cannot be made until a written evaluation from this office is received.  
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Introduction to Music Learning and Teaching – Course Schedule – Miksza 

Date Topic Readings/Assignments/Guest Speaker Assignment Due 
8/21 Course overview   
8/23 A Philosophy of Teaching 

Music 
Reading: Hodges, Why Study Music? (pdf) 
Reading: Rabkin et al, Teaching artists research summary (pdf) 
 
Assignment: Philosophy Statement 

DUE: Reading reflection 

8/28 Traits of an Effective 
Teacher 

Reading: McPherson & Davidson, Playing an instrument (pdf) DUE: Reading reflection 

8/30 Traits of an Effective 
Teacher (cont.) 

Reading: Duke & Simmons, The nature of expertise (pdf) DUE: Philosophy Statement 

9/4 Elementary music methods Reading: Campbell, Teaching music to children (pdf) 
 
Assignment: Observation I – IU Children’s Choir 

DUE: Reading reflection 

9/6 Planning Instruction Reading: Duke, Sequencing DUE: Reading reflection 
9/11 Feedback in Instruction Reading: Duke, Feedback 

 
Assignment: In-Class Teaching Project 

DUE: Reading reflection 

9/13 Teaching Music Reading Reading: Feldman, Teaching rhythm and rhythm reading (pdf)  DUE: Reading reflection 
9/18 Teaching for Transfer Reading: Duke, Transfer  DUE: Reading reflection 
9/20 Assessing Musical Learning Duke, Assessment 

 
Assignment: Observation II – IU String Academy Observation 

DUE: Observation I – IU Children’s Choir 

9/25 Practicing Reading: Miksza et al., Developing self-regulated musicians (pdf) 
 
Assignment: Practicing Project 

DUE: Reading reflection 

9/27 In-Class Teaching I  DUE: In-Class Teaching Plan – day of 
teaching 
DUE: In-Class Teaching Reflection – day 
after teaching 

10/2 In-Class Teaching I   
10/4 In-Class Teaching I   
10/9 NO CLASS BTAA   
10/11 In-Class Teaching I   
10/16 In-Class Teaching I   
10/18 Memorization Reading: Ginsborg, Strategies for Memorizing Music (pdf) DUE: Reading reflection 
10/23 Motivation Reading: O’Neill & McPherson, Motivation (pdf) DUE: Practice Project 
10/25 Technology and a digital 

media 
Reading: Tobias, Towards convergence (pdf) DUE: Reading reflection 

10/30 Teaching Jazz Reading: TBA DUE: Reading reflection 
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11/1 Healthy Musicianship Reading: Kenny & Ackermann, Optimizing physical and psychological 

health in performing musicians (pdf) 
DUE: Observation II – IU String Academy 

11/6 Musical Expression Reading: Lehmann, Sloboda, & Woody, Expression and Interpretation 
(pdf) 
 
 
Assignment: Musical Expression Project 

DUE: Reading reflection 

11/8 In-Class Teaching II  DUE: In-Class Teaching Plan – day of 
teaching 
DUE: In-Class Teaching Reflection – day 
after teaching 

11/13 In-Class Teaching II   
11/15 In-Class Teaching II   
11/27 In-Class Teaching II   
11/29 In-Class Teaching II   
12/4 Culturally Responsive 

Teaching 
Reading: Soto, Equity in music education (pdf) DUE: Musical Expression Project 

12/6 Educating the public Reading: http://musicmattersblog.com; http://savvymusician.com/; 
https://music.indiana.edu/departments/offices/entrepreneurship-
careers/index.shtml; https://bulletproofmusician.com/ 
 
Assignment: Community Engagement Project 

DUE: Reading reflection 

 NO FINAL EXAM – Community Engagement Project DUE Monday 12/10 by 5:00 PM 
 


